On May 30th, I attended, in her confinement, a young woman who gave birth to an illegitimate child. The father of the child had been drowned immediately before his proposed marriage to the mother, a fact which I consider worthy of record, because of the consequent shock to the mother. The labour was in every way natural and even easy for a primipara. The liquor amnii was discharged in my presence, but no abnormality in it attracted notice.
On examining the cord previous to ligature, a bright red circular patch was observed on its upper surface. On closer inspection this was found to have the character of mucous membrane, while, from its central orifice, meconium was discharged. This discharge was several times repeated during the few minutes the opening was under observation, and took place mainly during fits of crying. It is not unusual to find a little coil of intestine extending perceptibly into the cord at the time of birth ; but I believe that it is very rare, if not
